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Together We Soar! The Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School 

Soaring Eagles take pride in our Spirit, Optimism, Achievement and 

Respect.  It is our motto, our mantra and what we believe in above all.  

Each day, our Eagles find new and innovative ways to reach new 

heights of excellence.  Along with the help and support of our deeply 

committed staff, PLDMS students continue to shine, year after year. 

 

 

Without a doubt, Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School is the ñBest 

Kept Secretò with high demand EXPLORATORY classes, rigorous and 

innovative ACADEMIC core classes, the only full-time Talented and 

GIFTED  program, a positive culture and LIFESTYLE, a wide variety of 

EXTRACURRICULAR activities and competitive SPORTS teams.  

 

The SECRET is out...Our EAGLES soar!!! 

WELCOME 



Dr. Nathan Shaker,  Principal   

 

Trent Eckhardt,  Assistant Principal   

 

Crystal Mraz,  Assistant Principal   

 

Vince Lewis,  Restorative Coordinator  

 

Suja George,  Academic Support   

 

Eileen Cherbini, Counselor   

ADMINISTRATION 
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At PLDMS, our Administration and Student Services team is 

committed to management through relationships, with both  

students and parents.  As a Restorative Community, our work 

with students is based around their individual needs, as well as, 

the needs and expectations of the community.  We believe that  

students must be 

deeply aware of their 

contribution and  

responsibility to the 

community and the 

impact of their actions on the others around 

them.  In that way, we work diligently to pro-

mote healthy and meaningful relationships 

among peers, across grade levels, walks-of-life 

and social groups.   



The PLDMS staff is comprised of a group of dedicated 

instructors working in the profession of education to better 

the lives of young people they encounter.  Our staff is a 

mixture of veteran teachers that have taught students around 

the  world as well as new teachers brimming with enthusiasm 

and a passion for education.  Using the latest scientifically-

based practices, including technology-based instruction, our 

staff presents a high level of 

rigor to challenge every 

student academically.  In 

addition to academic development, our staff is active 

within the lives of our students by serving as athletic 

coaches, sponsors, mentors and participants in 

charitable organizations that impact the lives of 

students.  We get involved and we know our students.  

And while our focus is on academic development, 

social development is fostered by our staff as they 

demonstrate understanding, compassion, dignity and 

professionalism. 
 

STAFF 



Band classes are for students at all levels of performance ability, no experience necessary!  Sixth grade students start in 

Beginning Band where they will choose an instrument to study for the entire school year. Second and third year players 

participate in the Concert, Wind Ensemble and/or Jazz Bands, depending on ability. Band students will perform in concerts 

throughout the school year at PLDMS and other venues.  PLDMS bands participate in the Florida Bandmasters Association 

annual rating festivals and regularly earn Superior ratings for their performances.  PLDMS students consistently earn seats in 

the prestigious All County Band ensemble and, each year, students from our  band program are selected to participate in a 

Florida All-State Middle School Band. 
 

Business Keyboarding emphasizes proper typing techniques, reasonable speed and accuracy. Students are 

introduced to the many careers and career clusters that will allow them to make informed choices beyond high school. This 

course increases self-awareness and helps develop the skills needed to successfully plan for postsecondary education and/or 

the workplace. 

Chorus students learn and perform music of various genres:  Pop, Classical, R&B (Rhythm and Blues), Country, 

Gospel, Christmas/Holiday and Broadway/Musicals.  The purpose and focus is in three areas:  First to introduce and to 

incorporate basic vocal techniques that each student can use in the development of his/her own personal voice. Second, is for 

each student/participant to learn specific songs to add to their personal repertoire and to the Choirôs repertoire and third, the 

main focus, which is public performance.   

Computer Applications uses a variety of technological applications to expand their knowledge and acquire real-

world skills that prepare them for their educational career and/or the workplace. Business Keyboard allows students learn to 

type with proper technique, reasonable speed, and accuracy.  

Creative Writing works on fundamentals that can help them in other classes, as well as embracing different kinds 

of fiction and nonfiction writing. PLDMS understands that not all writing is academic.  As part of our commitment to 

crafting well rounded students, we have begun a creative writing program as an elective.  Students work on speeches, radio, 

television, and movie scripts, poetry and short fiction writing.   

Culinary Arts  focuses on the hospitality industry, particularly restaurants. Students develop communication skills, 

time management skills, safe food handling skills as well as cooking skills.  

Eagle Experts helps build an inclusive community within the school. Peer buddies from the general curriculum who 

take this course get to work in the special education classrooms, providing extra help and friendship to our students with 

exceptionalities. Eagle Experts get to join classes for field trips and celebrations throughout the year, so the friendships 

extend beyond the classroom. This program is just as beneficial for the Eagle Expert students as it is for our students in 

special education classrooms!  

Physical Education challenges students to be their best physically, mentally and socially throughout the year. 

Health and wellness topics are integrated within the physical education curriculum.  We are particularly proud of our state of 

the art climbing wall and our rigorous district-sponsored fitness program. 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPLORATORIES 


